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This theee part Bulletin «=rigs an 20 yeurs of CIA
estimates of Soviet militory cspakbilities reviaws tvo
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soerding, technicul capeh
meal.,

Tecay's first inaatiment, ““The Security Blankai
. That Pafled,” explorss *=2 acone of ine blunders as
seen by a number of 2anerts wiho hayve analyzed the
reports during boih Republican and Demoersiic
Acdministrations. '
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WASHINGTON — The U.S. government has wasted
billiers of dollars over the past two decades on
inaccurate estimates and forscasts of Soviet military
spending and capabilitizs, according to present and
former [J.S. intelligence and defense officials.

Dver since the Soviets enconragad the U.S. in the late
1030s to overestimaie Sovist depleyment and accuracy
of intercontinental pailisiic missiles (ICBNMs) which led

to the famous ‘“mmissile gap’’, U.S. Presidents and
Congresses have reaced arrns limits agreements with
ths Soviets and have detarmined U.S. defense invesi-
ments on the basis of inaccurate intélligence about what
the Soviets wers spending on defense and whal wenpons
they were planning to depioy, strategically as weil &3
tactically, The Bulletin haslearged. =~
The inaccuraie inteiligence nas Geen the subject of
often heated debate within the intelligence community
ince the mid-1560s, with some critics claiming they .
were forced out of the CIA for quessoning the agency’s

figures. Recently, more orpinous guestions have been -

raised abeut pessitle explanations for the errors.

Was it simply the Tesult of barsaucratic bungling or
stubborness on tne part of itnse iavolved, some of the
critics ask. O wag it the result of Soviet deception
pessibly including “raoies” or Soviet agents in high
positions in the U.5. government? 4

Whatever the cause, it ‘i3 beginning to dawn cn
Capitol Hill and throughout the new Administcation that
the money wasted cn the poor estimates may be only
the tip of a very unpleasaul iceberg.

An even more significani cest of the U.S. intalligence
community’s persistently low estimates rmay be resalized
in the hundreds of biltions of delars the U.S. may decide
to spend during the 12603 on extrexpely expensive crash
programs, such as the MX rnissile, to prevent- the
Soviets frem gaining an irreversible military sdvantage,

experts say. . . ..
if the ’c}z,'ash caten-up programs tail Va'.'er“‘fﬁ'e“ next
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— The CIA was apparently caught unawares by the
@ntroduction, refinement ordepioyment quantisy or tha-
ing of at least 13 major new Soviet weapons systems and
technolcgies. ) o o

- Also, analysis cof the annual Posture Stalemants I
the various Secretaries of Dafense against :utﬁeqca‘aiz‘
developments shows the CIA was caughnt by msre ravid
or extensive development or deployment than 1t Dod
expected of numerous systems apd techrcisgies, wizind-
ing: r - . -

— A large deployment of Soviet rmedizxm bomiesd in’
the late 1050s and early 1960s; s e

"— A large deployment of medhim/intdropsdinta:
range ballistic missites (S/IRBMs) in the'spma wriod?:a\

— The deployment of a secand gentration of sub-
launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs), £3-N-3s, cn g Jei
<~ The deployment cf miultipie iadependanty targeta-
ble reentry vehicle (MIRV) warheads an 3{323; -

_ r~_The develogment of a third sasreralion of.Sevied
intercontinental hallistic missile (IC2M3), G 2313,
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